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SYNOPSIS 

Poppy  Jones is a world-renowned supermodel who struggles to maintain her career at the ancient age of 27. She 
has worked her way to the top alongside an influential photographer, Keith, who largely controls her career.  

Keith is very hands-on when working with his models and often crosses boundaries. While trying to discard Poppy 
and replace her with a younger model, he comments on Poppy’s lack of vivacity and suggests she visit an 
apothecary.  

Poppy reluctantly goes and meets Cosmo, an alchemist who looks like she’s in her 20s, but she reveals she’s over 
40. And just like that, Poppy is on her way with a vial filled with a potent remedy only to be taken in small doses. 
Poppy quickly notices fantastic results, but more is needed to gain Keith’s attention. How much will Poppy take to 
maintain her appearance?

CAST 

Starring Claudia Sulewski 

Kayra Theodore 

Elisha Herbert 

And Peter Vack

https://www.elle.com.au/culture/celebrity/claudia-sulewski-27435/
https://www.instagram.com/kayratheodore/
https://www.instagram.com/elisha__h/?hl=en
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0114430/


 Caroline Iaffaldano
Director

Caroline Iaffaldano is a Los Angeles-based 
filmmaker focusing on surrealism and 
high-style visuals. Caroline pushes the 
vibrancy and wonder with a pointed social 
message, creating cinema with visual 
pleasure by and for the female gaze. She 
studied Film & Television Production at the 
University of Southern California and has 
directed a range of material from 
narrative, to music video, to commercial 
work. Caroline uses eccentricity and 
unique visuals paired with grounded 
performances as a way to look at 
complex themes of power structures, the 
female experience, and dysfunctional 
systems.

DIRECTOR

“Vial is a twist on a classic fairytale that looks into beauty standards, patriarchal power, 
and its intersection with the world of wellness under modern capitalism. It focuses on 
how wellness can be a space for misogyny to prey on the insecure and to push 
unrealistic beauty standards forward, all while being repackaged under the name of 
health.  

I started working in wellness at 16, even selling tinctures and apothecary herbs for 
many years. I have been on the receiving end and seen the expert marketing that can 
pick you apart only to sell you a product. I've always been acutely aware of my body 
and its perception, and I have struggled to find worth outside of beauty, which society 
has made our currency. At a young age, I felt the pernicious effects of these beauty 
standards that pervade our culture. When turning to wellness to heal, I found myself 
more lost than when I started searching.  

My work combines absurdity and extravagance in style with authentic experiences 
and grounded performances. I am particularly interested in unraveling societal 
standards through pointed social commentary seen through the female gaze.  

Everything in the frame is purposeful and visually stimulating. The contrast of high 
style with authentic performances in my work makes for a truly unique, fun, and 
poignant film that is always driven by a strong female point of view.” 



 

Tallulah Dirnfeld 
 Producer

Tallulah Dirnfeld is a Los Angeles 
based producer and painter. She has 
worked as a Creative Executive, a 
Coordinator, and Jason Blum’s 
assistant at Blumhouse Productions. 
Prior to her two years at Blumhouse, 
she was an Executive Assistant in 
HBO’s Original Programming 
Development team. Tallulah has 
additionally worked at WME, 
NBCUniversal, Tribeca Film and Verve. 
Tallulah graduated from the 
University of Southern California 
School of Cinematic Arts. She is from 
New York City and currently resides 
in Silver Lake.

KEY PLAYERS: ALL WOMEN DEPARTMENT HEADS



 

Kayla Hoff
Director of Photography

Kayla Hoff is a Los Angeles based DP with a 
love for narrative filmmaking. She signed 
with United Talent Agency not long after 
graduating from Chapman University with a 
BFA, where her work on the thesis, A Snake 
Gone Through the House was nominated 
for the ASC Student Awards for best 
cinematography. Since graduating, Kayla 
has shot several nationally aired 
television commercials and has worked 
for clients such as Vogue, Facebook, and 
Snapchat. Recently, she was chosen to 
shoot Entertainment Weekly’s ‘Entertainer 
of the year’ digital cover featuring 
Jennifer Coolidge. Kayla’s latest feature 
film, This Closeness will premier opening 
night at the 2023 SXSW film festival.

Lexi Hiland
Editor

"Lexi Hiland is an award-winning film editor & artist that 
brings a unique style to her work.  She works both in 
broadcast and narrative for nationally recognized 
clients such as Netflix, Spotify, Cadillac, AT&T, Rolling 
Stone and Calvin Klein.  Born in Colombia and later 
adopted to the United States, her life's beginning story 
aids to an interesting perspective of culture, vision and 
gratitude that is laced into her work. At age 24, she 
delivered a TEDx talk about her independent 
documentary on her adoption from Colombia and 
kickstarted her career interning under Associate 
Producer Steve Boyd for the London 2012 Olympic Opening 
and Closing ceremonies, helping with mass human 
choreography. Her experience combines a background in 
music composition as well as studies in creative writing 
that give her work a specific rhythm and design. Her hope 
is to continue to push for the social equality of women 
in the workplace, and in film. She’s currently a member of 
FreeTheWork - a nonprofit talent platform for BIPOC 
artists. Beyond her craft, she enjoys visiting her alma 
mater Purdue University, traveling through South America 
and any and all conversations of psychology & 
theology.  She currently resides in San Diego, CA with her 
best friend Maven the dog."

Haley Appell
Production Designer 

Haley Appell was born and raised in Los Angeles, 
CA. After graduating high school began pursue her 
creative career. Her path as a creative began to 
come into focus while running her own vintage 
shop in Echo Park, CA. At the age of 21 she decided 
to pursue a career in the film and music video 
industry. As member of the art department Haley 
quickly accrued a body of work both as a 
production designer and art director with clients 
and artists the likes of Tyler The Creator, ASAP 
Rocky, Taylor Swift, Fender, Bad Bunny, The Weeknd, 
Coach, and Nike. In 2019 Haley got her first chance 
at directing and began her transition towards the 
directors chair. Since 2020 Haley has directed, 
photographed, or creative directed for artists and 
brands the likes of Remi Wolf, The Neighborhood, 
Carly Rae Jepsen, Maison Cleo, and Dominic Fike. 
Haley has two cats named Soup and Yuki and 
enjoys baking cakes (as well as eating them).



 

Lindsey Hartman
Stylist

lindsey hartman is an independent stylist + 
costumer living in los angeles by way of 
new orleans, la. Currently, she styles for 
paramore, and has also worked with 
Miranda Cosgrove, Rico Nasty. And more. Her 
styling takes a new approach with colors, 
patterns, and themes unlike any other. It is 
visibly notable to see Lindsay is passionate 
about her work and continues to grow her 
portfolio with looks on the red carpet, 
music videos, and has many works 
featured on album and magazine covers. 
She has also worked on several tv shows 
and movies each with a broad diversity of 
looks. 

Shannon Godly
Assistant Director

Shannon Godly is an Assistant Director and 
current DGA Trainee in Los Angeles. As a DGA 
Trainee, she works in the AD department on 
union shows to accrue her days toward 
joining the Director's Guild as a 2nd Assistant 
Director (current day count: 243 of 400). 
Favorite Trainee credits include an upcoming 
new Star Wars TV series and National Treasure: 
Edge of History (Disney+). As a non-union 1st AD 
she loves to work on projects with fantastic 
thoughtful scripts and crews that inevitably 
go on to screen in festivals and homes 
around the world. Shannon is a graduate of 
the University of Southern California School 
of the Cinematic Arts. In her spare time she 
enjoys singing, writing and recording music, 
and spending time with her husband and dog.
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