


 A documentary film crew follows a contractor who leaves 
his mark on concrete sites throughout a North Texas town.

Manuel Portillo has been making imprints in 
concrete for years. Many consider it art, but 
to him it's simply part of his work pouring 
concrete for driveways and sidewalks. 
Locals hold a variety of opinions on his 
craft, but when the average passerby sees 
his prints, they just assume it was a child, an 

animal, or an accident.animal, or an accident.



https://vimeo.com/WATCHALE/SWATRAILER
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David Velez & Brandon RIvera

 The Sidewalk Artist is a concept that has followed us for 
years. We initially set out to tell a story about a man whose 
work is creating beauty from the mundane.  As all the parts 
slowly came together,  it turned into more than just a man 
and his hobby, and evolved into a conversation about fact 
and fiction. Remove the context from Portillo’s work and 
there is no difference between his art and any print you 
might find on a walk. His story became our suburban legend. 

Documentaries come baked with the idea that everything 
you're about to see is factual and mockumentaries give the 
Documentaries come baked with the idea that everything 
you're about to see is factual and mockumentaries give the 
idea that everything you're about to see is a joke. Our goal 
was to explore the space between the two. We tried to make 
something that could be perceived as truth without 
outright lying to our audience. Our narrative winds 

through ridiculous bits and earnest moments which are all 
grounded by our remarkable first-time actor Juan Manuel 

Portillo Beatus.

We made this film for ourselves, and learned a lot. The We made this film for ourselves, and learned a lot. The 
writing process allowed us to explore the idea of truth in 
art, the shooting process showed us how capable real 
people are of performing, and the editing process showed 
us that it doesn’t matter how absurd something is in order 
to be believed.  We were left with something that felt 
truthful to ourselves, our culture, and our community. 

DIRECTORS’  STATEMENT 



Portillo, the character, 
 is a man who has worked in  is a man who has worked in 
manual labor almost everyday of 
his life, a man that believes that 
his craft is just work and not 
art. But the truth is, that Juan 
Manuel Portillo is 
the complete opposite of this. 

Portillo, Portillo, the man,  
spent his life in academia and is a spent his life in academia and is a 
professor at an all womens 
liberal arts college in Virgina, 
he’s also a poet. He took to the 
material we gave him and he 
helped close the gaps that we 
forgot to fill. 

No one in this film is a trained actor, 
but all of them are very good liars.
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EMILY IS A CINEMATOGRAPHER FROM SAN 
ANTONIO, TX WHO IS NOW BASED IN 

AUSTIN, TX. SHE CENTERS AROUND MUSIC 

VIDEOS, COMMERCIAL WORK, AND SHORT 
NARRATIVE AND DOCUMENTARY FILMS. 
SHE IS PASSIONATE ABOUT TELLING 
MEANINGFUL STORIES THAT EXPLORE 
AUTHENTIC HUMAN MOMENTS. SHE LOVES 
THE ABSURD AND SURREAL, AND ENJOYS 
INTERTWINING THOSE ELEMENTS IN HER 
WORK. EMILY GRADUATED FROM THE 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS WITH A 
BACHELOR'S DEGREE OF ARTS IN MEDIA 

ARTS IN SPRING OF 2020.

DAVID IS A WRITER & DIRECTOR 
ORIGINALLY FROM MEXICO BUT  GREW UP 
IN THE BORDERTOWN OF EL PASO, TX AND 
IS NOW BASED IN DALLAS. HE FOCUSES ON 
TELLING STORIES THAT ELEVATE THE 
SMALL MUNDANE MOMENTS THAT 

EVERYDAY PEOPLE LIVE THROUGH. DAVID 
IS PASSIONATE ABOUT EXPLORING THE 
IDEA OF LATINO SURREALISM THROUGH 
CINEMA AND TELLING SILLY JOKES ALONG 
THE WAY. FUN FACT: HE LEARNED ENGLISH 
THROUGH WATCHING “HONEY I SHRUNK 
THE KIDS” OVER FIFTY TIMES AS A KID.

BRANDON IS A WRITER & DIRECTOR BASED 
IN NORTH TEXAS WHO IS EAGER TO 
CHALLENGE THE BOUNDARIES OF 

DOCUMENTARY & NARRATIVE FILM. BUT 
MORE IMPORTANTLY, HE IS A TEJANO 
STORYTELLER THAT LOVES MAKING AN  
AUDIENCE LAUGH. HIS FOCUS IS CREATING 
CONTENT THAT FEELS TRUTHFUL TO HIS 
CULTURE AND EXPERIENCE, AND SHARING 
IT THROUGH UNCONVENTIONAL & COMEDIC 
MEANS. PREVIOUS WORK INCLUDES 
HEATWAVE, RINCON, & SPIRIT OF 

THANKSGIVING.
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